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WARWICKSHIRE HOTEL, ETTINGTON PARK HOTEL WINS 
HAND PICKED HOTELS’ ‘HOTEL OF THE YEAR 2010’
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· Picture 1: Exterior image of ‘Hotel of the Year 2010’, Ettington Park Hotel
· Picture 2: Hand Picked Hotels’ chairwoman Julia Hands presents ‘Hotel of the Year 2010’ to the Ettington Park Hotel’s GM Jonathan Squire

· Picture 3: Julia Hands presents Ettington Park Hotel’s Iain Yule with the ‘Employee of the Year 2010’ certificate 
Spring offers from £99 per room, per night, including breakfast
14 March 2011: Ettington Park Hotel in Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire, has been awarded Hand Picked Hotels’ ‘Hotel of the Year 2010’, boasting excellent customer and employee satisfaction in 2010. 

Hand Picked Hotels, a collection of 17 country house hotels located across the UK, holds an annual awards ceremony to celebrate the achievements of the hotels in the collection and ‘Hotel of the Year’ is the most prestigious of three awards selected by the Hand Picked Hotels board. This year, the awards ceremony was held in January at winner of ‘Hotel of the Year 2009’, Crathorne Hall Hotel, near Yarm, North Yorkshire. The two other major awards included ‘Consistent Hotel of the Year’ which was awarded to Norton House Hotel & Spa in Ingliston, Edinburgh and ‘Most Improved Hotel of the Year’, won by four-star New Hall Hotel & Spa in Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham.

The Hand Picked Hotels judging committee included board members Chairwoman and CEO, Julia Hands; Operations Director Douglas Waddell; Commercial Director Ken Arkley and Finance Director Mandy Newton as well as Deputy Operations Director Margaret Erstad; Head of HR Deborah Seymour; Group HR Assistant Keely Dobinson and Office Manager & PA to Chairwoman, Louise Fiksen.
Ettington Park Hotel earned further recognition with a second accolade which saw the hotel’s Assistant Financial Controller, Iain Yule win the prestigious ‘Employee of the Year 2010’ award. The ‘Employee of the Year’ award recognises employees who contribute to the Hand Picked Hotel group above and beyond their professional obligation.  Iain joined Hand Picked Hotels in 2004 and can often be seen helping at gourmet evenings, wedding open days and as even as Santa on Christmas Day!

Jonathan Squire, General Manager of Ettington Park Hotel since June 2008, is delighted with the award: "It is a great honour to win this award – a real confidence boost and motivator for all the team here. I am hugely proud of the team and the level of commitment, service quality and standards they naturally deliver and attain. I'm passionate about this area and I'm passionate about the hotel so I am delighted that Ettington Park has been recognised as one of the best."
The four Red Star, neo-Gothic mansion, Ettington Park Hotel, is set in 40 acres of parkland in the Warwickshire countryside and is among the top 200 hotels in the country. Only six miles from the quaint Stratford-upon-Avon, this country house retreat is perfect for Shakespeare fans who can visit the newly renovated Royal Shakespeare Company theatre over they stay. This spring, why not take advantage of new seasonal packages from just £99 bed and breakfast and from £149 dinner bed and breakfast Offer available until 28 April 2011. 
To book contact 0845 458 0901 or visit www.handpickedhotels.co.uk  and quote promotional code SPW 

- ends –
Notes to editors:
For further press information or images please contact the Hand Picked Hotels press office at Four Communications hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 3141. 

About Hand Picked Hotels
The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 17 hotels across the UK, including one partner hotel, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 14 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Six hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 

