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Hand Picked Hotels win ‘Reach for the Peaks’ and raise £1500 for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
A team from Hand Picked Hotels, the award-winning collection of country house hotels, won The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award ‘Reach for the Peaks Challenge’ and raised over £1500 for the  leading youth charity in the process.

Last weekend saw the six-strong team from Hand Picked Hotels navigate their way across a 25 mile route over steep hills, moors and rough terrain whilst completing challenges along the way and beating 26 other teams to first place.
Carrying everything they required for 36 hours, the group of hotel and spa club managers  camped out in dramatic weather conditions in a remote location of the Peak District. Groups had to use their wit and wisdom to solve team challenges – one of which involved erecting a raft and rowing it successfully around a huge lake straight after they had completed an 8 mile trek.  The challenge tested the teams both mentally and physically and required a huge amount of team work.
Mark Clayton, General Manager of Crathorne Hall Hotel, Yarm, North Yorkshire, said: “The weekend was hard work but extremely enjoyable and produced a great team spirit, enhanced by collapsing tents, lots of mud and me falling off the raft.  Discovering our chocolate bars were five years out of date was compensated by some forward planning. We took a barbecue and some steak, chicken and pasta and had a delicious picnic, Hand Picked style.   We are delighted to have raised £1500 for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, it’s such a worthwhile cause and it was great to see what young people are faced with as they work towards their Awards.” 

Rachel Roxburgh, Director of Fundraising, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, was extremely grateful to all the participants who took part in the challenge.  She said: “It was a fantastic weekend and I’d like to thank everyone from the Hand Picked Hotels team who donned their walking boots and braved the elements to take part in this event. It’s a tough challenge and they showed so much enthusiasm and gave over 100 percent which was commendable.  It was good to offer just a taste of what 275,000 young people go through each year to achieve their DofE Award.  I’d also like to say a huge thank you for the team’s amazing fundraising efforts,  to help the charity to continue to support these young people and give them a better start in life.”
The picture shows (left to right): Steven Day, leisure club manager, New Hall Hotel & Spa, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, David Booton, leisure club manager, Norton House Hotel & Spa, Edinburgh, Nigel Rumsey, leisure club manager, Nutfield Priory Hotel & Spa, Redhill, Surrey, and Lisa Nugent, leisure club manager, Rhinefield House Hotel, New Forest, Mark Clayton, general manager, Crathorne Hall Hotel, Yarm, Yorkshire, Kevin Crouch, leisure club manager, Brandshatch Hotel & Spa, Fawkham, Kent.
<ends>
For more information on Hand Picked Hotels, call Marion Hardman on 0870 626 9030 or hph@fourcommunications.com
For further information about this event, please contact:
Amanda Chatterton
Partnerships Manager

T: 0207 227 9802 
M: 0758 4470613
E: amanda.chatterton@dofe.org 

Notes to editors

· The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award was founded in 1956 by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh who remains the Patron.  HRH The Earl of Wessex is a Trustee.

· Over 275,000 young people were taking part in DofE programmes in the UK, supported by 400 partner organisations and over 50,000 adult volunteers from all walks of life.  Around 12% of participants are experiencing significant disadvantage.

· Last year over 182,000 young people started a DofE programme, an increase of 9% from 
the previous year.
· 71,224 achieved a Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, an increase of 7% from last year: Bronze: 46,466, Silver: 17,681, Gold: 7,077 

· In total, over 4.3 million people have participated in DofE programmes and achieved almost 1.9 million Awards in the UK since 1956. 

· Through the volunteering part of their programme, young people give their free time to society with a value of over £18.5million per year.

· A survey, commissioned by the United Learning Trust, with major employers, found that a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is valued more than work experience when selecting employees.

· The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a Registered Charity No 1072490 and in Scotland 
No SC038254 and a Royal Charter Corporation RC000806.

· The DofE is run in over 120 countries worldwide, highlighting how the DofE can truly transcend boundaries of race, language, ethnicity and culture.

· Further information can be found at www.DofE.org  
Further information about the DofE
The DofE Charity
Youth charity The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award supports over 275,000 people aged 14-24 every year, including 30,000 from disadvantaged backgrounds.  Our ethos is to enable every young person of every background to take part in our programmes and succeed, regardless of any barriers.  We help instil a sense of adventure and have a lasting impact on young people’s behaviour, skills and life chances.

Our mission
To inspire, guide and support young people in their self-development and recognise 
their achievements.

DofE programmes
Anyone aged between 14 and 24 can do a programme at one of the three progressive levels which, when successfully completed, lead to a Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  There are four sections at Bronze and Silver level and five at Gold. 

· Volunteering: undertaking service to individuals or the community. 

· Physical: improving in an area of sport, dance or fitness activities. 

· Skills: developing practical and social skills and personal interests. 

· Expedition: planning, training for and completion of an adventurous journey in the UK 
or abroad. 
· At Gold level, participants must do an additional fifth Residential section, which involves staying and working away from home doing shared activity.

Achieving a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Young people will achieve a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award if they show persistence, commitment and personal development over a period of time.  Every activity must be successfully completed and assessed.  The result is the world’s leading achievement award for young people, recognised by employers and universities alike.
Where it is run
DofE programmes are delivered under licence by over 400 partners (Operating Authorities) who offer it in 11,356 DofE groups run in centres such as youth clubs, voluntary organisations, schools, colleges, Young Offenders Institutions and businesses, which are run and supported by over 50,000 adult volunteers.
About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 18 hotels across the UK, including one partner hotel with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 15 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Five hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 






