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Stand: B861
HAND PICKED HOTELS LAUNCHES ‘meetings etc.’
AT INTERNATIONAL CONFEX 2011
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Hand Picked Hotels launches new business, meetings and events brand

‘meetings etc.’ at International Confex 1 – 3 March 2011
International Confex London, 1-3 March 2011: Hand Picked Hotels, the collection of 17 exquisite country house hotels across the UK and Jersey, officially launches its new and enhanced business, meetings and events brand ‘meetings etc.’ at this year’s International Confex in Earls Court, London which takes place from 1-3 March 2011. With a number of new innovations being unveiled as part of the review of the meetings product Hand Picked Hotels is the perfect choice for any meeting, event, training or conference.
‘meetings etc.’ will see the evolvement of product improvements in 2011 to ensure a consistent, quality offering across Hand Picked Hotels, and will offer a more flexible approach to event and meeting bookings. Plus, bookers will now benefit from points that can be redeemed for high street shopping vouchers. Points are obtained by signing up for the Hand Picked loyalty scheme, The Club, and being awarded Associate membership, which specifically rewards bookers. Associate members receive one point for every £15 of business booked, with rewards starting from only 25 points for afternoon tea.
Hand Picked Hotels are also currently offering all new meeting enquiries 25 club reward points for events with eight delegates or more taking before 31st May and quoted before 25th March. A weekly prize draw will also be taking place to give the enquirer the chance to win an overnight dinner bed and breakfast stay.  

The new product features will include the latest audio visual equipment, a new food concept and an electronic quote generator system.
Leading the way for meetings, events, training and conference, Hand Picked Hotels offers a unique and highly competitive 24 hour rate as part of a residential meetings package. It means that from just £145 per person, at selected hotels, Hand Picked Hotels offer a complimentary meeting room, a three-course restaurant dinner, an overnight stay and full traditional breakfast. Hand Picked Hotels also includes full traditional breakfast in each residential price quoted.
A quality offering

The residential inclusive meetings package, for a minimum of eight delegates, starts from just £145 per person. Day rates are from just £40 per person. Hand Picked Hotels’ guests will benefit from the finest locally sourced cuisine, complimentary WiFi, spacious meeting and event rooms - all complemented by personal service.  
Inspiration outdoors

The grounds at Hand Picked Hotels are perfect for inspirational thinking or team building events. With Hand Picked Hotels’, event planners work with leading event organisers for more unusual outdoor activities such as archery and geese herding.  
The Hand Picked Hotel promise
Bookers planning a Hand Picked event can rest secure in the knowledge that Hand Picked bookers will adhere to the Hand Picked Service Promise for meeting and event bookings.  Hand Picked will respond to a single site enquiry within two hours and a multi hotel enquiry within four hours, whilst planners will receive a full proposal within 24 hours of receiving the provisional booking. 
Douglas Waddell, Operations Director of Hand Picked Hotels said: 

“We are delighted to have a presence at this year’s International Confex and a chance to communicate our strength in the market for meetings, events, training and conferences. We work hard to build relationships with our bookers and on site organisers and ‘meetings etc’ will help to ensure we create a truly inspirational and rewarding experience for them and their delegates.”
The 17 Hand Picked Hotels are conveniently located across the UK, with easy access to major gateways, from Edinburgh to Yorkshire, the New Forest to Jersey.  Each Hand Picked Hotel makes an ideal and unique venue for formal board meetings, events, training and conferences. The countryside locations also mean that ample free parking is available and the hotels are still within easy access of rail stations and regional airports.
For more information please visit www.handpickedhotels.co.uk 

- Ends-
Notes to editors:

For further press information or images please contact the Hand Picked press office at Four Communications hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 3141. 

About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 17 hotels across the UK, including one partner hotel, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 14 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Six hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
