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AUDLEYS WOOD HOTEL – PART OF HAND PICKED HOTELS SHOWCASES LUXURIOUS FACELIFT AT SQUARE MEAL VENUES AND EVENTS 2009
Hand Picked Hotels extends ‘Rewarding Venues’ incentive for business, meetings and events bookers 
Audleys Wood Hotel, Basingstoke, Hampshire, part of the award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection is exhibiting during the Square Meal Venues & Events on 23 and 24 September at Old Billingsgate in London’s EC3.
Audleys Wood Hotel is part of the Hand Picked Hotels collection of 17 unique country house hotels owned by former City lawyer Julia Hands.   Earlier this year, Audleys Wood completed the first stage of its impressive makeover and will be showcasing new developments, refurbishments and the latest business, meetings and events offerings at Square Meal 2009. 
Audley’s Wood now boasts 72 refurbished bedrooms and suites, all featuring a range of modern facilities including widescreen LCD TV’s, DVD and CD players, MP3 connection ports and Wifi broadband access. The Garden Pavilion also enjoyed a refurbishment this spring and is an ideal facility for larger events and presentations of up to 200 delegates. 
Nestled within seven acres of woodland in the Hampshire countryside, Audleys Wood Hotel offers an irresistible range of bedrooms, ranging from Classic and Executive rooms to Junior Suites and Suites, perfect for a special occasion. Guests can relax in the hotel’s cosy interior, take a refreshing stroll through the grounds, or sample delicious regional and seasonal cuisine in the hotel’s two AA rosettes restaurant, The Gallery.
Hand Picked Hotels has also extended the second stage of its popular rewards incentive for its business, meeting and events (BME) bookers – due to the popularity of the campaign.  Entitled ‘Rewarding Venues’ the campaign now runs until 31 January 2010 rewarding conference and event bookers with vouchers and incentives on bookings of £1,000 or more.  
The ‘Rewarding Venues’ campaign includes luxury treats and vouchers from stores including House of Fraser, John Lewis and Next as well as Amazon, iTunes and theatre vouchers.  For those who are seeking a great escape of their own, the rewards can also be exchanged for holiday and off-licence vouchers.  
The incentive follows the success of the first stage of the BME campaign from Hand Picked ‘Beat the crunch and take the credit’ which was launched in summer 2008 with great success.   The campaign generated £900,000 of revenue for Hand Picked Hotels and the hotel operator rewarded bookers with thousands of vouchers including mobile phone, supermarket, car tax and petrol coupons. 
The rewards are tiered and for 2009/10 Hand Picked Hotels has reduced the minimum booking from £3,500 to £1,000, so there are even more opportunities for buyers to reward themselves. For example, a meeting arranger booking a £6,000 conference would benefit from £100 in vouchers. 
Mervyn Parrish, general manager at Audleys Wood Hotel, said: “Audleys Wood is a Victorian mansion, steeped in history and has stunning period features. The changes at the hotel have only enhanced those features, bringing it up to date with all the modern amenities that our guests desire. We expect this event to really showcase the new facilities the hotel has to offer – as well as presenting the chance for agents and bookers to reward themselves”.

Martin Terry, Head of Sales, Hand Picked Hotels commented:

‘Part of the Hand Picked appeal is our flexibility and our transparency on pricing.  Although we arrange a number of conferences, business meetings and events we are flexible and offer a bespoke service which caters to the needs of business travellers and meeting arrangers.  Our packages offer great value and our residential rates include dinner, representing great value for money. With the new incentives, there is even more reason to consider Hand Picked for your next event’. Martin continued  “The Hand Picked ‘Reward Venues’ campaign is a rewarding and worthwhile means of rewarding our BME customers.  We now offer luxury treats as well as practical incentives.  There has never been a better time to escape to a country house hotel to do business in a relaxing environment.  Our hotels boast great locations and whether clients are taking part in team building in the great outdoors or undertaking a product launch or business meeting, there has never been a better time to choose Hand Picked”.
Square Meal show attendees will also have the chance to win a stay at Audleys Wood on both days of the event via a ‘quickest lap wins’ Scaletrix tournament. In order to enter, visitors need just have their names badges scanned, a few practise laps and then be ready to set a competitive lap time!
Hand Picked offers a flexible approach to event bookings and guests will benefit from the finest locally sourced cuisine, complimentary WI-FI, spacious and stylish meeting and event rooms, all complemented by personal service. Hand Picked Hotels are conveniently located across the UK, with easy access to major gateways, from Edinburgh to Yorkshire, the New Forest to Jersey.  Each Hand Picked Hotel makes an ideal and unique venue for formal board meetings, conferences, presentations or outdoor teambuilding activities, providing a one-stop-shop for those arranging intimate as well as larger scale events. 

In addition to conference and meeting facilities, technical support and of course accommodation, the Hand Picked BME offering will extend to delegate spa packages, leisure activities as well as team-building programmes ranging from beach blo-karting at L’Horizon Hotel & Spa, Jersey’s only beachfront hotel; blindfold 4WD lessons and human table football at Buxted Park Hotel in Sussex, and geese-herding at Rookery Hall Hotel & Spa in Nantwich, Cheshire.  

Example prices at Audleys Wood Hotel include:

· Day delegate rate from £55 per person inclusive of room hire, two-course lunch, unlimited tea and coffee with biscuits and pastries, mineral water and LCD projector

· Residential rate from £155 offering three course dinner, overnight accommodation meeting room and full traditional breakfast  

Further details can be found at www.handpickedhotels.co.uk/rewards  or by calling the Central Business Desk on 0845 458 0902
For media information please contact Natalie Amos at Four Communications at hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 9053.

About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 19 hotels including partner hotels Down Hall in Hertfordshire and Flemings in Mayfair, across the UK, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 14 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Six hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
