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HAND PICKED HOTELS FORMS STRATEGIC SALES, MARKETING AND SUPPLIER ALLIANCE WITH TOP LONDON HOTEL 
Hand Picked Hotels, the privately owned and managed hotel group, today announced a strategic partnership with the luxury, family owned and historic Flemings Mayfair Hotel and Hertfordshire’s Down Hall Country House Hotel.   

The agreement, which comes into effect on April 1st, ensures that Flemings Mayfair Hotel, and its sister Down Hall Country House Hotel, will now be represented by the 17 strong Hand Picked Hotels collection.  They will both benefit from a co-ordinated sales and marketing platform targeting London and the provinces.    

It is the intention of both parties to keep the brands separate but optimise promotional opportunities with joint participation in a wide range of sales and marketing activities.  Recognising the challenging market conditions, both groups have also made a commitment to look at common purchasing initiatives which allow both to benefit from aggregated purchasing volumes, to reducing operating costs.   

While both parties will benefit from economies of scale, Flemings Mayfair gives Hand Picked Hotels a presence in central London.  The partnership also allows both to  benefit from combining an international and domestic customer base - giving the combined group a  strong presence in the UK hotel scene. 

Douglas Waddell, Operations Director of Hand Picked Hotels, said: “For some time now we have been looking to identify a suitable London partner who will give our existing customer base a similar type of product and experience to that of the other 17 distinguished properties in the Hand Picked Hotels Group.  In Flemings Mayfair Hotel we could not have found a more suitable partner and alongside Down Hall Country House Hotel, helps us to strengthen our distribution network with a product which is of the same standard as Hand Picked Hotels and has a similar approach to looking after guests.”
Simon Scarborough, Operations Director of Flemings Mayfair and Down Hall Country House Hotel added: “We all are looking for creative ways to overcome these challenging market conditions.   A special relationship with Hand Picked Hotels at this time will allow us to increase our sales and marketing activity and reach new customer bases without increasing our costs.  We are delighted to have found a partner Group with a like-minded approach to the welfare of our guests and who has a desire to look at practical ways of sharing costs whist maintaining the consistency of experience”. 
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Notes to Editors

For further information or to make a booking visit www.handpickedhotels.co.uk  or call 0845 458 0905. 

For media information on Hand Picked Hotels, please contact Marion Hardman at Four Communications at hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 9030

For media information on Flemings Mayfair and Down Hall Country House Hotel, please contact Murray Harkin on 02 07 100 6070 or murray.harkin@ep-site.com

About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 17 hotels across the UK, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 13 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Six hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
