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PRESS RELEASE
September 2009 
Federation of Small Businesses Welcomed Back to L’Horizon for Tenth Year
On Thursday 17th September 2009, the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) will, for the tenth consecutive year, be given exclusive use of L’Horizon Hotel & Spa to hold their annual sales conference. 

The 213 FSB delegates, whose philosophy is ‘Keep Trade Local’, will conduct various meetings and seminars over the four day event, both at the hotel and nearby local attractions, including a team building and fun day out at La Mare Wine Estate. The Jersey Conference Bureau are sponsoring a Vin d’honneur drinks reception held at L’Horizon Hotel on Thursday 17th September to celebrate the first night of the conference with a welcoming speech by His Excellency, The Lieutenant Governor of Jersey – Lieutenant General, Andrew Ridgway, at 6.30pm. 
The event is a thank you to the FSB sales team for their hard work and provides an opportunity to celebrate the Federations policy achievements over the year, some of which include:

· Launch of the FSB national ‘Keep Trade Local’ campaign in 2008 – A campaign to save shops and preserve high streets and communities in face of the 2,000 local shops being forced to close each year
· 50,000 people signed up to the FSB petition calling on the Prime Minister to ensure the future of small businesses
· More than 50 MPs signed an Early Day Motion calling on Members of Parliament to buy their Christmas dinner locally 
· Regulation policy victory
· Pay rise for apprentices victory  

· Funding on the long-term issue of training victory 
· Significant help for small businesses secured 
· Corporation Tax frozen 
On Friday 18th September, a fancy dress themed dinner and awards event will take place at the hotel which in previous years has witnessed Hollywood cartoon and Halloween characters. This year’s theme is pantomime. 
The annual FSB event is not only beneficial to L’Horizon Hotel & Spa, but is an excellent opportunity for Jersey as a whole. The Island benefits from the numerous guests arriving each year from all over the UK and Northern Ireland who are actively encouraged to use local businesses and services throughout their stay. A raffle is held for the delegates to help raise money for the Macmillan charity, with prizes offered from local businesses including Hettich and De Gruchy. 
Ian Ashworth, FSB Conference Organiser explains, “The loyalty of the FSB returning annually to L’Horizon Hotel & Spa comes from the comfort we receive year on year, the beautiful surroundings, the warmth and welcoming staff and knowing that the event is going to be a success. The L'Horizon simply ticks all the right boxes. L’Horizon Hotel is an excellent conference and corporate venue; not only does the easy accessibility from the UK mean it is convenient for all delegates to travel to and from across the UK to Jersey, but it ensures we have a captivated audience that leave feeling informed and inspired, having had a lot of fun along the way.”
Martin Kelly, General Manager of L’Horizon Hotel & Spa adds to this, “The fact that we are able to welcome back an event for the tenth consecutive year is testament to the consistently high quality offered by L’Horizon Hotel. Being able to give the Federation exclusive use of the entire hotel and its facilities means that they can enjoy their time here in privacy, which adds to the uniqueness of the occasion. We enjoy the strong working relationship we have with the FSB and look forward to welcoming them again and further contributing towards the success of their event.” –ENDS- 
Notes to Editors

For further information or to arrange interviews, please contact:
Zara Blake or Sam Watts 

Orchid Communications

Telephone: 01534 888992 

E-mail: zara@orchid.je 
Photo Call 

The media are invited to a photo call of the Lieutenant Governor addressing the delegates at the drinks event on Thursday 17th September at 6.00pm. 
The media are also invited to witness the FSB delegates dressed in pantomime fancy dress at their themed dinner on Friday 18th September at 7.15pm. 
Alternatively, both Ian Ashworth and Martin Kelly are available for interviews. 

L’Horizon Hotel & Spa 

Exclusive Use at L’Horizon Hotel & Spa 

L’Horizon can be used exclusively for a conference, meeting or special event. 

Exclusive Use means that the hotel will not allow access to the hotel to anyone other than delegates and attendees of your event, meeting or conference. L’Horizon will be completely yours for the day.

For a minimum spend of £7,000 on a Monday – Friday, November to March, you can have exclusive use of the hotel (excluding the Spa). 

Exclusive Use access is from 2pm on the day of the event to 11am the morning after. 

Minimum spend is based on the 24 Hour Package Based on bedrooms and any upgrade charges, excluding bar expenditure.

Exclusive use is subject to availability and excludes Christmas, Bank Holidays and special occasions. 

For further information on Exclusive Use at L’Horizon, please contact Ruth Hayes on 01534 743101. 

Federation of Small Businesses 
Policy Achievements FSB

The Federation of Small Business (FSB) is the UK’s leading lobby organisation representing the self-employed and owners of small businesses. Founded in 1974, it now has over 215,000 delegates across all industries, trades and services. It is a non-party political lobby group that exists to promote and protect the interests of all those who own and manage their own business. 

The FSB has over the last couple of years lobbied and achieved many policy change and initiatives that benefit small businesses. For further information, please visit www.fsb.org.uk 






