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YARM HOTEL WINS HAND PICKED HOTELS’ ‘HOTEL OF THE YEAR 2009’
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Book your countryside break now with winter overnight packages including pre-dinner champagne, canapés, a three-course dinner and breakfast from just £149 per room, per night and an optional room upgrade for just £10
22 January 2010: Crathorne Hall Hotel in Yarm has been awarded Hand Picked Hotels’ ‘Hotel of the Year 2009 boasting record sales and profits in 2009 and customer satisfaction.
Hand Picked Hotels, a collection of 17 country house hotels located across the UK, holds an annual ceremony and ‘Hotel of the Year’ is the most prestigious of three awards selected by chairman and chief executive, Julia Hands. Other awards include ‘Consistent Hotel of the Year’ (won by Crathorne Hall Hotel in 2008) which was awarded to Ettington Park Hotel in Warwickshire and ‘Most Improved Hotel of the Year’, won by four-star Norton House Hotel & Spa in Ingliston, Edinburgh. 

Saltburn-born General Manager of Crathorne Hall since June 2008, Mark Clayton, is delighted with the award: "It is a great honour to win this award and a real confidence boost and motivator for all the team here. I am hugely proud of the team and the level of commitment, service quality and standards they naturally deliver and attain.  I'm passionate about this area and I'm passionate about the hotel so I am delighted that Crathorne Hall has been recognised as one of the best."

A stunning country property set in 15 acres of land overlooking the Leven Valley near Yarm, Crathorne Hall Hotel was built in 1905 and has been part of the Hand Picked Hotels collection for nine years. It has been named among the country’s top 200 hotels for eight years, holding the prestigious accolade of four Red Stars since 2002. 
Crathorne Hall, previously owned by the Dugdale family until 1977, has played host to HM The Queen Mother and Sir Winston Churchill when it was a private country home. The country house tradition, combined with a relaxed style makes it the perfect place to enjoy a country escape. 
Take advantage of the winter overnight packages including pre-dinner champagne, canapés, a three-course dinner and breakfast from just £149 per room, per night until 1 April 2010. Now, there is an optional room upgrade, from Classic to Executive, for only £10 for February stays.

To book contact 0845 458 0901 or visit www.handpickedhotels.co.uk/winterbreaks quoting PWINP
- ends –
Notes to editors:
Mark Clayton, a Middlesbrough FC fan who began his career as a chef more than 20 years ago, worked through the ranks to hold executive chef and senior hotel management positions. He has gained a wealth of experience in luxury hotels in London and Birmingham in the past seven years and now, coming back to his roots in the local area, is focussing his energies on Crathorne Hall with great success.

For further press information or images please contact the Hand Picked press office at Four Communications hph@fourcommunications.com or telephone +44 (0)870 626 9953. 

About Hand Picked Hotels

The award-winning Hand Picked Hotels collection, created by former City lawyer Julia Hands, are luxurious country house hotels renowned for exquisite food, fine wines and excellent service in stylish, relaxing surroundings. There are 19 hotels across the UK, including two partner hotels, with locations ranging from the New Forest and Jersey to Yorkshire and Edinburgh.  Hand Picked Hotels focuses on the quality of its service and cuisine and 14 hotels have achieved two AA rosette status with Norton House Hotel & Spa in Edinburgh winning three AA rosettes.  In addition Norton House Hotel & Spa was awarded AA Hotel of the Year for Scotland 2008-2009.  Five hotels have achieved red star status, being recognised as amongst the AA's Top 200 hotels in the UK & Ireland. In 2007, Julia Hands was awarded an MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to the hospitality industry. 
